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Our patients come to us, as a rule, under protest, they expect to be hurt, and so put off the dreaded day until the offending tooth drives them to the executioner.
My experience of many years has taught me that one of the most dreaded of all operations, by our patients, is having the rubber dam placed and tied around their teeth. And, gentlemen, while it is our duty to make all operations as painless as possible for our patients, it applies especially to adjusting the rubber dam, and so it is our duty to make the operation in the most careful, humane, tender and considerate way possible.
There is no one but who appreciate kindly treatment at the hands of a dentist, besides it is "casting bread upon the waters;" the reflex is far reaching and for obvious reasons accrues to the best interest of the dentist. 
